Urbanisation

A biannual peer-reviewed journal with a firm footprint in the Global South

Call for Papers

(X ) I ®
——

INDIAN INSTITUTE FOR
HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

S Sage

Special Issue: Informality and Climate Change in Global South Cities
Edited by: Debra Roberts, Andrew Okem, Maria Fernanda and Chandni Singh

This special edition in Urbanisation seeks to explore the multifaceted relationship between informality and
climate change in cities in the Global South. We welcome submissions focusing on the Global South and the

following themes, including case studies and evidence synthesis.

Climate impacts and resilience in informal
settlements: Submissions under this theme will target
climate change impacts and resilience in informal
settlements in the Global South.

Informal economies, vulnerability and resilience: We
welcome submissions that synthesise evidence on
climate change impacts on the informal economy,
including adaptation strategies and resilience building.
This includes actions and solutions to reduce urban
risks in informal settlements and informal economies.

Informal governance and climate change adaptation:
This theme will examine the role of informal governance
in responding to climate-related challenges (including
losses and damages) and new ways of planning under
and for uncertainty. We also welcome submissions that
unpack the interactions between formal and informal
governance structures with a focus on innovation in
governance, urban planning and urban service provision
in informal settlements across Global South cities.

Informal governance and climate change mitigation:
This theme will examine the opportunity offered by
informality to leapfrog to a low-carbon urban
development path and expedite a just transition. We
also welcome submissions that unpack the interactions
between formal and informal governance structures
with a focus on innovation in governance, urban
planning and urban service provision in informal
settlements across Global South cities.

Extended Abstract Submissions

30 November 2024
Submission deadline for extended abstracts

31January 2025

Intimation to shortlisted abstracts

Abstract submissions should be sent to
submission@urbanisationjournal.com with the subject line
‘Abstract Submission for 11(1) Special Issue’.

Extended abstracts can be up to 700 words and include
introduction/ context, methodology, key findings, and
theoretical or empirical contribution.

The abstract should be accompanied by the title, author
names and affiliations, and 4—6 keywords.

Full Paper Submissions

30 June 2025
Submission deadline for full paper

Word limit for all sections: 4,000-6,000 words

Submissions should be sent via
https://peerreview.sagepub.com/urb

Submission guidelines:
https://journals.sagepub.com/author-instructions/URB/

This issue will be published in May 2026, but papers will be published in the OnlineFirst section as soon as they are
ready. We welcome submissions for the following article sections of the journal: General Articles, Writing from
Practice, Learning and Pedagogy, On Method, and Evaluations and Assessments.
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With its commitment to publish diverse research from the Global South, Urbanisation provides language
support to accepted papers at the copy-editing stage.

Urbanisation is indexed in: DeepDyve | Dutch-KB | EBSCO Discovery Service | EBSCO: Urban Studies
Abstracts | J-Gate | Portico | UGC-CARE (GROUP I)

For more details, visit www.urbanisationjournal.com
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Concept Note

Informality in cities of the global South is a social construct borne out of poverty and socio-economic inequality,
underdevelopment, and a lack of institutional and infrastructural capacity. The result is a process of urbanisation
characterised by informal settlements, informal economies and informal governance. These cities face the dual
challenge of rapid growth—it is projected they will be the centres of global urbanisation by the middle of the
century (UN-Habitat, 2018)—and escalating climate change (Revi et al, 2022). These transitions have led to
sanitation and housing deficits, pushing the poorest populations into isolated, high-risk areas and precarious
urban living (Du et al, 2022, Castellanos et al, 2022). Informal systems are vulnerable to climate change:
development and well-being in urban areas of the global South are being undermined by observed climate
impacts and will continue to be challenged under projected climate risks. This poses significant challenges for
achieving sustainable development as urban areas concentrate a significant proportion of the global South’s
population and are often characterised by high population density, inadequate infrastructure, and poor living and
health conditions (Oteng-Ababio et al., 2019; Weimann & Oni, 2019; UNESCAP, 2022).

Informal settlements, in particular, often lack adequate infrastructure and services, making them particularly
vulnerable to climate impacts such as flooding and heatwaves (UN-Habitat, 2020; UNESCAP, 2022) and are often
overlooked or underrepresented in climate adaptation planning (Brown et al, 2014; Taylor & Peter, 2014).
Additionally, communities in informal settlements frequently have to negotiate agency in local decision-making.
Informal employment, often in sectors that are highly exposed to climate change impacts (OECD, 2023), remains
a critical livelihood option for millions (Kathage, 2018; Chen, 2012).

While discourses on informal settlements and the informal sectors are often centred around their deficiencies,
they are also sites of innovation and adaptation, with experiences and lessons for experiential risk management
that are flexible and, sometimes, transformational (Sharma et al,, 2022; Collado & Wang, 2020). In the context of
cities in the global South, informal governance systems are crucial in decision-making, resource management
and meeting local needs. They often emerge to address the weaknesses of formal governance structures, which
are inadequate or unsuitable in addressing contextual urban realities of the global South. Informal governance,
which includes traditional leaders, community-based organisations and informal networks, plays a critical role in
resource management and service provisioning in many global South cities (Obeng-Odoom, 2016). In the context
of climate change, informal governance systems facilitate adaptive responses and enhance community resilience
(Parvin et al,, 2023). However, they lack formal recognition and integration into official policies, which limits the
scalability of informal solutions (Satterthwaite et al., 2020). Furthermore, they often operate in parallel to formal
systems and are, therefore, viewed as a threat to the formal governance architecture. These territories often face
different forms of violence and stigmatisation, which places communities and settlements in deeper
vulnerability. Strengthening the links between informal and formal governance systems is essential for creating
resilient urban environments capable of withstanding and adapting to climate impacts.

The global South’s informal economy, informal settlements and informal governance present significant
opportunities for building resilience against climate change impacts in its rapidly urbanising cities. However,
there remain gaps in our understanding of the dynamism of informality in these cities (Dodman et al,, 2022;
Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy & UN-Habitat, 2022; Prieur-Richard et al., 2018).
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